
Brigadier General; Deputy Commander Le Van Hung 

5th Infantry Division; 21st Infantry Division; IV Corps; MR4, ARVN 

Took his own life: 8:45 pm, April 30, 1975 

Le Van Hung is one of the most renowned and admired figures of the 
RVN Army, and of South Vietnam in general. Like Le Nguyen Vy, 
General Hung also fought brilliantly at the Battle of An Loc. Le Van 
Hung was the Commander of the 5th Division at An Loc, with Le Nguyen 
Vy acting as his Deputy Commander. He would later be promoted to the 
IV Corps of ARVN, acting as the Deputy Commander to Major General 
Nguyen Khoa Nam. Lauded as the “Hero of An Loc,” General Hung was 
one of the brightest stars of the Army of the Republic of Vietnam, 
dealing great damage to the Communist forces up until his final days. 
He famously stated that, “As long as I’m still alive, An Loc will remain 
standing,” a promise he had honored to the very end. 

General Hung took his own life at approximately 8:45 pm, April 30, 1975. 
Before then, General Hung’s forces still kept hold of the city of Can Tho, 
and were planning to fight to their very last breath, their very last bullet. 

However, the threat of Northern reprisal forced Hung’s hand, as the frightened and exhausted residents of 
Can Tho themselves begged him not to resist the Communists any longer. Respecting their wishes, General 
Le Van Hung decided to stand down. However, the general would not be content with just a simple 
surrender. 

Summoning his military staff, his wife, and his children, the general bid all those around him a sad farewell, 
before taking his own life in private, with his .45 pistol. At around 6:00 pm, the general’s forces were still 
bent on fighting. By 9:00 pm, the general was dead. Along with his ARVN compatriots, the general had 
taken his own life, in honor of his country, and in honor of his people. 
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